HISTORY OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD CATHEDRAL
Part Ill

The First Catholic Chunds Raisean the Canadian Shore

Theongoing faith journeyeading to the buildig of Precious Blood Cathedral, knoamginally asthe
Church of the Sacred Heast,n d ‘' T h e J mow imioltes t@dyaumgecohintries and a community
that would become two distinct citieseparated by an international border.

By way of brief review,hie following facts give evidence of the finaars ofactivity at theoriginal

17" century Mission of Sault du Ste. MarieFather Gabriel Druilletesremained at the Sault Mission
following the Pageant of St. Lusson, alebuit ktters dating from 1671 detail stories of miraculous

cures and a number ofuscesss gi vi ng r i scemmen dit BeemsethatOCaristlarotynis s
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In 1673 Father ClaudeDablon becameSuperior
General of all the $sions of New France, and was
replaced at the Sault blgather Hemi Nouvel while
Father Gabriel Druilletes moved on toSt. Ignace.
Eventudly, Father Nouvel also moved St. Ighace
and thelast of these early Jesuits at the Sauttre
Fathers Pierre Bailloqueand Charles Albanglwho
died at the Sault in 1696.

Evidence is clear that botbf these Missions were
important and closely linkedAlthough the Mission
of St. Ignace dMlichilimacinac was maintained until
sometime inot he 1 7 63uppessiorircught
closureto the initial efforts of the Jesuitg¢o bring
Christianity to the New World.

.

Fig. 3:Early Jesuit Mission Site at Sault du Ste. Marie
The North America to which the Jesuits would eventually return was much altered in the intervening
years. The Seven Years Wsulted in the defeat of Francand the supremacy of Great Britain over
the emaging country of Canada.h& Revolutionary Warfought between the American colonies and
Great Britain through the latter half of the ¥&entury hadimmense consequences for Nio America.

It served toreignite the smolderingresentment ofthe recently defeated French colonists who would
now side with twvoeldl|éad toescalating mastility zetwelen American and British
colonists who had been previously allied in their effort to tame thast lands of opportunity.

Although te Treaty of Parignding the Revolutionary Wahad beensigned in 1782stablishing the
St . Ma r as past of R veryestrategid i v i di n g IBritisheNorth Areericaedehe United
Statesitwouldbe severay e ar s bef ore the uni gaedeompresoleéhdi bes
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Territorial disputes continued over the various forts and garrisons in strategic locations around the
Great Lakesstill protecting the valuable fur trade whichas mainly controlledfrom Montreal. Tensions
remained high throughouthis region In 1794 the British moved from the foet Mackinac to re
establishon St. Joseph Islanghere the Northwest Compangut up additiond warehouses, given the
security ofthis newmilitary presence.

There was littledoubt that these increasing hostilities would lead eventuallyvr; the War of 1812

which would ultimately preserv€anada under British rule, and enforce the boundaries that had been
establishedin 1782 At the Saulthowever, bot h si des s oofitinuedhte corSider Mar y
themselves as one, amgllied to defendthe little communityfrom threat of invasion, Frend, English

and First Nation alikeThe rames ofJomston, Nolin, Shingwaukoresand Ermatingeare remembered

for their valiant courage and loyalty BritishCanada during the crisis.

There is no definitive record of missionagctivity at the Saultin the intervening 120 year$diowever

the first secular priestsvho began to arrive around 1815 fouradsmall but faithful group of Catholic

folk, bothnative, white and especially Metiwho welcomed thenwholeheartedly, and who told stories
passed through the gener atoiberss dfrGosdgldandtthdodessf when t
Jesugo their peopleThear | i est r ecor d ,fegistersa baptiem performedyBathe8 0 0 ' s
Severe Dumoulinof one Elizabeth, wife of Francdialonde. Several other visiting priests are noted to

have performed baptisms and marriages during these early years, including the highly redisbimul

of Circinnati, Edward Fenwickas well as the firsBishop of Detroit, Frederick Rese Although still a

very small settlemet developing primarily on thedsth s hor e of  tvérehe Sault wadar y ' s
recognized to bén need of a Catholic priest.

By this ime, no vestiges othe
original Mssion remained, but it
was generally believedto have
been located approximately one
half mile below the foot of the
rapids,and agrassyfield thought
to have beenon or nearthe site
wasstill occupied by the lodges of
some 200 Saulteurs.
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Fig.1: Indian Encampment at the Sault Rapids Paul Kane1845.

*Today, this are& occupied by the Federal Buildi€ity Hallat the foot of Bingham Avén Sault Mi.



In 182Q Henry Schoolcrafiocal Indian Agent andscholar wrote:

G¢KS { I dzZ G R dmaifly-on tigi Buthaok Afercan /shiore and consists of from fifteen to
twenty buildings occupied by five to six French and English families. The site of the village is elevated and

pleasant and a regular plan appears to have been observed in the buildithggigh some of them are
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i It is known that a small group of French
' Canadian voyageurs, primarily Metis lived,
along with some of the First Nations peoples,
- on the north shore, rainly near the Northwest

had mowd to the British side in 1790, in the
vicinity of the Locks and the olAbitibi (St.
Mar y ' s )Mil.Roahpre were also located
near the foot of East St. in the vicinity of
t oda@lérgue Park and the Ermatinger
homestead

Fig2:Why @mRE &I N G§KS | dzRazy
William Armstrong 187Zfrom an earlier sketch)

It has been recorded thamong the early settlers on the British side, were 8ayers, Daeux, Biron
Bussineauand Jollineaufamilies.Joshua Trottran a snall store at Windmill Pointhear the site of the

‘“Govenrtnnbeock’ at the f oot andofddisenfurdraderara entregpseneerar |y

Charles Enatingerhad built hislandmark st one BBad3ll4s e’ by

In 183Q Bishop/Vicar General ResgDetroit), while
visiting at the Saultreceived many requests to
minister to the faithfuland there wereentreatiesfor
a permanent priest to reside with them. Once agai
the link between the Sault and Mackinawas
evidenced by amrrangement to have the Dominican’ |

1835 to help fill the growing need. During theseil Al
years, with no actual Church, mass and othel
ceremonies weresaid to have beeeld in a private §
home on Water Street(Michigan Sault)
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Fig.3: Unidentified Early Church at Sault Ste. Marie
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Several norCatholicdenominations were alsnow represented athe Saultandin the surrounding area
during these early years of growthnd there was a strongesentfulandacrimoniouscompetition for
religious primacy developin

The growing rivalry was made disastroudlar, when atast, in 1834 the first resident priest arrived at

the Sault, in the person dfather Francis Xavier HaetschemhisRedemptoristpriest, sent by Bishop
Rese wasvelcomedenthusiasticallyand set about almost immediagly, to build a small log chapel on

the south shorewhich is said to havéeen located very neathe exsting Holy Name of Mary Pro
Cathedral. The evident good will of the local Catholics awnof a number of nonCatholicsnoted to

have supported the presence of a Catholic pastor, was countered by the vehement opposition of two
Protestant clerggnen of differing denominations, who, at the time, werbelieved to have been
responsible for the destruain of the newly dedicated ChapeBishop Rese writesiThe windows were
smashed, the sacred vessels and vestments thrown out, crushed and destroyed and thermisgala
thousand fragmentsand after the good Father Haetscher, without a wora@aiplaint,on the eve of All
Saints,repaired the damage as best he coulde entire building was set on fire. The loss for us is
AYyOlfOdzZ 6t ST AylFavYdzOK a AG A& OSNEB RAFTFAOMA G G2

It is said that theperpetrators caused so much angry indignation in the community that werg

compelkd to flee in order to escape the vengeance of an angry pedplduly of 1834, Bishop &=had

confirmed approximately 100 persons, whjghis thought likely led to thisshockingact of vandalism.

The year 183836 saw the departure of Fr. Haetschir his new post in Ohidhowever his brief two

year curacy included botfousdiomgs @aimdt hheprmdatst wiré d
mission at the rapids.

FatherJean Baptiste Proulanother pioneerdiocesan priesvisiting at the Sault from Penetanguishine
Ontariotook his place for a few monthsAn important stepin the development of the Catholic Church
in CanadaNest, was the founding by Father Prgukthe first Mission and Churcit Wikwemikong on
Manitoulin Island. This greatly improved contact with thany small groups dithful living onthe
Manitoulin andalong the North Shord-ather Proulx remained the sole Catholic priest responsible for
the British shores of the entirGreat Lakes region until 184

Although the Jesuits were reconstituted in 1815, they had not arrived back to the Great Lakes region in

any great number untilthe md8 40’ s. |t was their fWYDMSIHMININDE DME
God what had been | ost Mucmioad thanged m the mew Narth Aneeisca, be f or
but what hadnot changed was their ferverdesire to serve Christ a@nbring the Gospel to the new
generations waiting for the Word of Godlhese early years, saw the growth of the Catholic Church in
Canada, and the initial geographic designations of Canada Ea€lzawadia \West were developing irdo

diocesan structure.



At the time, this region fell under the jurisdiction of the newly erected Diocese of TofaBtl) and

its first Bishop, Mthael Power requested the recentlyeturned Jesuits to resume their missionary work
among the Great Lakes Indians. The request was met with acceptance by th®lission Supeéor
Father Pierre Chazellerho officially accepted the parishes of Sandwich (Windsor), Wikwemjlang
Manitoulin kland, and all future Indian missions in the province, on behalf of the Society of Jesus.

FatherJean Pierre Chorej.in 1844,became the first Jesuit to return to the Manitoulin since the mid
18" century, and he is known to have played a significafe in the negotiations leading to the Great
Manitoulin Island Treaty of 1862. His passionate concern for the welfare of the native peupline
manner in which he spoke out on their behai§ a true testament tosocial justice in action*An
escellentrecounting of hisefforts within the context ofthis historicevent, can be found in the book:
FOUR VOICEShe Great Manitoulin Island Treaty of 18&helley J. Peargn

This year also sawhe arrival of Father Frederic Baragavho was on his way to LRointe whee he
would commence a remarkable missionary cartbet eventually led to his returto the Sault as the
first Bishop of the newly erected Diocese of Sault Ste. Mifiehigar) in 1853.

Rev. FRANCIS PIEBIbwed Faher Haetscher as resident pastor on the American shamd, finding a
general malaise among the congregation, decided to startthe first parochial school in order to
reinvigorate the faithfirst, amongthe childrenand through themwithin the families. There was mhc
success and in 1837, lsaw to therebuilding ofF at h er H&hurchs whitcte did asgood deal
increase he spirit within the Catholic community gathered from both shorédthough Fr. Pierz did not
start his missionaryer k unt i | h e hewas snspired bythie kerole @drksof his countryman
Fr. Baragaamong the Ojibways, and like him,ddimuch of his arduous travebn snowshoes
One of the anecdoteslustrating his care and love for the nativeqme ofthe region took place near
the Mission of L' Ar br eMidd), whete de fgundefaur villddes rthiatomere Spr i n
experencing an outbreak of Smallpox. He sent for &y physician on Mackinac Island to come and
vaccinate the people, however, the physician who was ill himgeifeadsent the vaccine to Fr. Pierz
along with instructions for its adinistration. It is sal that Fr. Pierxaccinated more than 900 people,
likely saving many lives.

*During these very early years,is believed that on our side, a small, rougly buildingvery near the
present Cathedralvas usedmainly as a chapefor funeral puposes whennecessaryand a burial
groundhad been establishedcross from the log chapel, closer to the rivereddfings, baptismsand
other formal services were believed to have takdace on the American side.

The presence of a church appeangournalistWilt A I 'Y / dzf f nSeghoirs & thipymadein 1846
to Sault Ste. Marie Michigan, which included an afternoon visit to the Canadian side. His description of
thesettteme nt t her e i n dhHe ahdrehand anminektgiooun do fne‘ar t.he st one h

Also in 1846 Land Surveyor Alex Vidarrived to surveyand lay out boundaries for the orderly
devel opment of the settlement/village. Hi s docume
Catholic Church and Burial Ground?”.



The international boundary between the two separate communities was by now well established, and
although the original Catholic Mission had long been maintained on the South shergrowing need

of the Canadian faithful for theiown place of worship wa clear.Therecan be little doubt that the
presenceof a prieston the American side of thever, and perhaps thdwrtful destruction of the first
church built therejnfluenced and encouraged the Catholics on the Naitte to petition the Canadian
Chuch hierarchy fomonies to build a church of their own

* Precious BloodArchive$isin possession divo early andvery inportant replicated lettersof appea)
providing solid evidencef the desire of our local Catholic community to build a ChurctherCanadian
side of the river

Both originalsare keptby TheArchives of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Toront€ fAR hefirst:

M AC24. 01 PETITION OF THE CATHOLIC INHABITANTS OF SAULT ST MASRHE, dated
September 24, 1834which petitioned then Bishop of Upper Canad#e Right Rev. Alexander
MacDonel, to aid them by making their need known to fellow Catholics of York and vicinity (Torimnto),
thehopeforad a Yl £ aKIFINBE PRey KSH &I Exvetithd@eiest 6k @riest Who is
stationed on the American side, by the name of Rev. Mr. Haetscher, who is to remain on that side by the
orders of his Bishop, and they arewnpreparing to erect a Church. He renders us every assistance and
comes to this side once every third Sunday, to celebrate Highé Més<losing, they askh al & 4 S
therefore beg our Reverend Father will use a little of his influence on behalf of guwisimed for

/| KdzNDOK§¢ @

There are forty three signaturesjost of FrenchMetis origin, andmany of which cannot be spelled with
certainty, however those that are clear, include such early nameklaseaux, Biron, Cadotte, Mirgn
Perault, LePage, Labatte, avtin, Lafleure, Larose, LeSage, Beno#nd, a Doctor William Bel the

return addressee. There is no record of a favorable response, and their hopes would not be fulfilled for
several more years.

In January of the following yearthe second andsimilar letter, M AC24. 02:PETITION OF THE
INHABITANTS OF SAWBTE MARIHated January 12, 183®@as sent toSir John Colbornd_ieutenant
Governor of the Province of Upper Catia The appellantsidentifying themselves a@nhabitants of

Sault Ste. Marie, and residents of tNS Y2 1S O2NJ SNJ 2F KAA&A al 2Sa@epQa 52Y
of them of theRomanCatholic faibé Eequestassistance in settling a dispute between the Catholic
community and the Anglican clergymdev. William MacMurraywho was denying them access to
timber located on Indian land that they had been grantedmpisssion to cut and remove by thehief
(Shingwaul himself. They had been requested by their American Catholic brethren to assist them by
supplying timber to be used in the building of a Church on the South shdhere are fifty three
signatures, most of whicalsoappear on the letter to théBishop, and once again, there is no record of
response.

In 1838 Father Pierz was catito La Pointe byhen Vicar General Baragdowever he returned from
time to time until approximately until 184&vhen hewas replaced b¥atherPierre Point s.jwho had
the distinctionofbeing he f i rst Jesuit to r.eturn to the shor es:s



Although he would remain foonly a short timehe is recorded to have baptized thirty four people.
Fathers Skolla Pedelupe and once ajain Father Pierz, would care for the Catholic peambean
“i t i nerfarnhe hextlsevesliyears until the arrivah 18460f Father Jean Baptiste Menet s.j.
who wouldeventuallysee to the construction of the firsofficially recognizedCatholicplace d worship
on the Canadian shore.

In 1846 ,at the request ofthe nowVicar General Baragtne Jesuits alsacceptedresponsibility for the

Missionof Sault Ste. Mariestill located on the south shorend with FatheMenet appointed the first
resdentpast or , a new ‘ spir i FRatha Meneg witl the dssistaracesoBmther a b | i s h
Lacoste,opened a schodior boysin the Sacristy at the rear of th@ld Church, angroceeded to build

up an orderlyand faithfulcongregation of Catholi¢svelcoming those on both sides of the rivét the

time of his arrival, it was recorded that the population on both sides of the river, both native and white,
totalled less than 400 personB.c cor di ng t o F asupériershe was meeting with muclh o hi s
success, when in 1853 Upper Michigan became a Vicariate AposithicSault Ste. Marie as the

episcopal see.Bishop Baraga was ceecrated thatyear, and eventually arrived athe Sault in the

summer of 1854. Hémmeditely took up residece with Fr. Menet, andvould continue all of his
adminigrative activities from here ovethe next ten years. lhough he chose to leave the spiritual

affairs to Fr. Menet, he directed entirely all of the temporal and financial coscefrthe local Church

including those funds requed by the Jesuits for the maintenance of themselves and tha&sions This

led to much discord between them.

19" ¢ Catholic Church historiakntoinew S T 31@stiation of Father Menet reveals a vényeresting
individual;“of medium stature, inclined to be stout, with a dagknooth shaverwomplexiondark hair

and eyes. He was man of rare personal charm amehs gifted with extraordinary talents. Heake an
expression of determinationut possessed a loving disposition, being sober, tolerant and congenial. He
spoke several languages including Russian, and was conversant on all topics. From the pulpit, he ranked
high and was inclined to be a dramatic oratdde wasconsideredan inteligent, industrious andhighly
respected Jesuit priest.

With the establishment of this new American episcopal jurisdiction, it was decided in 1857 that all
Jesuitsstationed throughout Michigan and Canada West, including those on the North and South shores
of Lake Sperior would now come uter this new administration. Thidecision led to increased
jurisdictional issues and misunderstandings on both sides of the border.

Father Menet, concerned with the welfare and education of the Catholic girls in themcoity
convinced a small group dafrsuline Nunsfrom Brittany to come to the Sauto establish a parochial
school for girls. They arrived in 1853daopened the schodh the Michigan Saulvith 20 girlsfrom
both sidesattending By 1856additional $sters came from Pemsylvania along with one Canadian
teacher lving on Sugar Islaniiss E Bedard

The faith continuedtogrond t hough Bi shop Riterthatghe lack ofgrriestsrto/sereent r i e s
the growing Catholic population on both show@sdthe surrounding regionwas his greatest challenge



During these early years, a numbarJesit missionarypriests would make the American rectory their
home baseas they travelled throughout the expansitarritories on both sides of the border and their

names are |isted in the records of Sdsion basda aty ' s

Garden River. Notable amonthese Jesuits are such names Kshler, Hanipaux, Fremiot and
duRanquet.

Fig. 5: Unidentified and undated photo of an outdoor Mass or
other ceremony being conducted at one of the many mission
stations.Possibly a Bishop and other Jesuits can be seen in

attendance

dPrevious Jesuit labours among the First Nation people had garnered Catholic adherents who had
orally passed down their faith for almost two centuries. Metis who had maintained their Roman

Ch
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fathers as they ministered to the Sault regio(By the Rapidsé A 871871 K.dHele)

Unfortunately however, he significantand ongoingdifferences between Bishop Baraga and Father
Menet eventually led tathe removal of the Jesuits from this aréar a second time in 1860, when
Bishop Baraga undertook to complain Bishop Farrell of Hamiltonto whose Diocese the Canadian
West Church at Garden River and the Sault now belonrgdthough the work of the Jesuits still fell
under the supervision oBishop BaragaHe (Baragayenseda growing disparitypetween those First
Nation people of his jurisdiction and those scattered throoghthe neighboring Canadian localkend
suggested thatdFather diRanquet might take a greater interest in his chaég@Bishop Farrell

AT Al

subsquently reprimanded dRanquet, andFat her Menet , t ook exgeption

interference. Te veteran Jesuits wersubsequentlyremoved by the Soety for several years. This
resultedin a great setback for the growth of theafiolic Church in the territory; grticularly in view of
the factthat Father Menet had by this time, seenttee replacement of theld log chapebn thisside of
theriver,s o met i me i n stThemewechurch hasbeeh&f0eér red t &€hascthhe

There is somevidencethat around the same timeFather Menet was als@sponsiblefor completing
the church at Bruce Mines that had been started by Father Kalntemd 1849.

Interestingly, a note appas in the1861 Censuseferencingd 0 KS dzy FAYyAaKSR &A0K22f

River and a Church with no Priest or otherclEsiasticthere at present which gives evidence dhe
absence of Jesuit presence at this time. The Ursuline Sisters also removed to Chatham Ontario.
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All of thisunderscoreghe old controversy that the Jesuit missionarigsre not subject to the Diocese

inthe same way aseret he secul ar priests, beitherghargaDiscesasmed by
Bishop.In addition little concernwas given at the time to the extreme efforts maklg these merof

great faith in carrying oudf their arduousduties under tremendous hardshipo illustrate this,

it is recorded thafFatherdi Ranquet was school master at the Boy
beinga dedicatedtinerant missionay dwho worked as hard as strength and taleptrmitted. His

merits for the Native people in and around Michipicoton, no pen can adeqia®@lsi O NBezel§ ¢ ®

S

Pressed by growing responsibilitiessignificant laclof priests, and difficulties in recruity new ones,

Bishop Baraga&ventuallyasked the Jesuits to return in 1863. The Society agreed, provided that the

Bishop would meet the material needs of the Jesuits within his Dioc@&$® spiritual needs of the

people as well as the proximity ofthe $at t o t hei r ot her mi ssicsions al so
to reoccupy the regiodd 2 KSy CIF G KSNJ aSySi NBIGd2NYSR Ay mMycnX C2I
salute, Catholic churches in both Saults rang their bells, and the entire Native andNatiie
congregations celebrated the retuén(K.Hele)

Fig. 6 (Photo): FortBradg, G A f f £ 20F SR 0 GKS NA@GSNDAE SR3ISE Od mypnd ¢KS &l
background, and the school (1885) is just to the right of the flagstaff.



Precious Blood igery fortunate to have been provided withh number of lettes written during these
years by Father Menet and several other of the Jestiisioned at the Saultincluding Frs Kohler,
Fremiot, Hanipaux and Chon&heyhave beenpainstakinglytranslated into English and published by
Father William Lonc s.pnd fellow historiarShelley Pearen These letterprovide a fascinating glimpse
of the Saultand surrounding missioria the mid19" century, through descriptions of day to day events
and the issues and problems confronting these dedicagimtheers ofthe Caholic faith. We include
here severalexcerpts from these letters:

August 27, 1847: Sault Ste. Marggather Menet to a Priest of the same Society:

dThe mission assigned to me to share is full of memories of our religion and of our early 3daciety.

than two centuries ago, our Fathers came here to estaliliand the testimon of their apostolic zeal,

before any merchants had been drawn here by the thirst for g8ldon, however, there will only be

mixed missions, like the one at SableMarie, whose population is mostly Metis, and where French,
Saulteaux and English are spoken. These are missions that are regarded as perhaps less charming, but
which are certainly not less imgant. The wandering life of the American nomadic tribes eatse;

the colonists will put an end to all that. Then there will no longer be immense uninhabited plains or
unknown mountains or virgin forestand the romantic voyageur will have only ordinary stories to tell.

Will religion suffer some loss there? | have no hesitation in answering: no, absolutédegood to be
accompished is tremendous. There are so many Catholics to be supported and to be strengthened in
OKSANJ FIAGKH . SaARSazx GKAa tAGGES aSOG2NI 2F (GKS
thanks be to God, the Catholics of S&tMarie now ae aware that someone is looking after them

more than ever before, and as their confidence increases in their hearts, they will be even better disposed
to be resolute in their faith and to receive the graces of salvation thatoevitinue to be offered tthem.

When | imagine how in the near future the population of S&tdtMarie will have increased tenfold, and

the shores of the great lake likewise inhabited by people working in the rich and numerous mines that
are being discovered every day ane &eing developed, | say to myself, | hope that some new helpers
will soon be arriving from Europe and that our holy religion might one day begin to flourish in this
remote outpost whiclt even at present should be the centre of religious establishmenit,jsaalready

for commercial communications and transactigns!

September 10, 1847: Sault Ste. MariEather Menet to a Priest of the same Society

G ¢ KS LJ2 LJdzt | (-Mafig/liveg ah bdth-sidigs Bf the le8utiful and wide river formed by the falls
over a distance of almost 3 miles. At this point the current meets thmHBicre (Sugar Island), so

called from the large number of maple trees that cover its soil and Wwbioh all sorts of syrup and

sugar are drawn off towards the end of winter. The Falls properly so called is just as frequently and more
accurately called Rapids than Falls, for it is simply a very rapid descent consisting of a succession of small
falls. Tke last of these falls, and the largest, is S&i#ta I NA S ¢ @
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dThe Sault is the gateway to which all sorts of people head on their way from various States of the Union
and the morality of these travelers is adly less than reassuring. People come here for their health,
through curiosity, or through scientific interest. Business in general and fur trading in particular draw
people in much greater numbers, but the main factor that increases the floating paputdtihe Sault

is mining. Sometimes the activity is simply ruinous, especially on the American side, where things move
much more quickly than in Canad&dd to these the evédncreasing number of taverns, tapoms, and

hotels that offer lodging to thesgansients. Moreover, many citizens of the Sault have lived with the
native people and this intimacy has seldom made them much better. It is generally admitted that trade
with the white men has harmegland continues to do much hargto the native people We have good

reason tobelievethis is true, and the missionaries, who must educate these Natives in the practice of
Christian virtues, have nothing more important to dortha isolate them if they can;t éeast until they

have been instructed, strengdy SR I YR NBYRSNBR AYYdzyS FNBY (@(KS
dWinter, with all its rigors, arrives to interrupt all trade, and throughout this time, we live practically
isolated from the rest of the world. A mailman is sent every month to go as far as Saghina (Saginaw) on
snowshoes and to carry the letters and digets on his shoulders. It takes about two months from his
RSLI NIidzNS G2 3SiG F NBLX&@ FNRY || O2NNBaLRyRSyOS Ay

February 10, 1848: Sault Ste MaKd-ather Hanipaux to his Superior in Paris:

OGAbout a month agpl also went tovisit the Natives of Baie de Goulaabout 30 miles from the Sault. |

left with our usual team; that is to say with a Native to guide me and a dog to pull the baggage. We had
to travel through 24 miles of forest without any trace of a road. We had to walk likebedsdts over

trees and brushwood on ground that was covered with snow. As soon as we entered the woods, it
became impossible for our dog to pull the cart any farther, so we were forced to leave the sled there and
to divide the load between uahen eveningrrived, we camped under the tall trees that protected us
against the blast of the north wind. The next day we started out again on our way quite early and
reached the huge bay beyond which the Natives were to be found. In any other season we would have
needed to make a detour of 18 miles to reach them, but Divine Providence had thrown up winter bridges
over the bay and so we had only 6 miles to go on the ice. | entered the only wooden house to be found
there, all the other dwellings were merely Nativeges. A Catholic priest had never appeared in this
area, and yet, eleven Catholics were living there. The others were eith€tmistians or Anglicans, with

the exception of one Baptisthere was very little to eat except for some potatoes and a few Tishy

asked me to have provisions sent to thefle next day, | celebrated Mass for these dear Natives
and promised to reirn to visit them in the Spring.

On the returntravelling with two young men, met a Native who was speéishing, and who told me of

some very ill people in the woods across the bay. Small pox was making great inroads at this time and a
number of the Natives were seeking refuge in more isolated places. He told me that onehaatson
recently died and another old man who will die perhaps quite soon. | decided to go to find the lodge
where the sick man was. | took from my portable altar what | needed for baptism and left with the
promise to come and find them that same eveningllbdeed the tracks of the Native who we had met,
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for about 6 miles and finally reached a lodge where | found his seven children, under 12 or 14 years, only
one of whom had been baptizeda four year old boyThey directed me to the lodge of the ailing man,

and | promised to return when their parents came home. | went therefore and found the sick old man,
and his old wife was with him. They welcomed mend after the usual preliminarigstold them the

reason for my visit. They wanted to know if | beldRgeli 2 (0 KS WGENBYOK YH W aL widd f R
was a priest of this religion and wished to give them the grace of the Great Spirit. Finding both of them
to be sufficiently instructed and well disposed, | baptized both of them in their dodh@romisedo

return soon to give them further instructiolreturned then to the first lodg and found that both father

father andmother were back and willing to speak with me about their religion. The father had been
baptized earlier in the summer at Manitouwaning, but his wife and children were not. They were willing
to be instructed in the principal truths of the Faith and botll tme that they believed in God and in all

that He had revealed. Knowing that they were in danger of falling victim to-pmakhnd feeling certain

about the faith of those who had reached the age of reason, | decided that | must baptize them.
It was night when | went to rejoin my two young Natives whom | had left that morning on the other side
of the bay. They were coming back to look for me ametl them a fraction of a mile from the place |

had left them. We walked in the light of the moon, but with a biting wind in our faces. Exhaustion forced
me to lie down four or five times on the ice. My two companions had found an abandoned lodge and we
wernt in to spend the night there, antlat was just fine!

We reached Sault Ste. Marie the next evening, and | informed people at the Sault about the wretched
condition of he poor people of Goulais Bayithlih two days men took loads of provisions that teedn

collected in the city. They returned two days later and told me that my poor Native to whom | had given
GKS yIYS tSGSNI KIFIR RASR GKS RIFé& FFGSNIKA& ol LIiray

CAdd TY o6tK23G20 ¢&8LAOIE 6AYyGSN WKdzy
many isolated locations ithe region, and to which the
missionaries would travel during these years

Many of theseletters contain similar and even more harrowing accounts of the distances travelled
and dangers encountered in extreme weather and wilderness coodii It isevident that very little
had changed in the working conditions of these dedicated siigaries in the previous50 years
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Fig. 8:The following map prepared by Father Augustéohler,and included in one of his letterto a Superior in

1857 gives a complete picture dfie numerousJesuit mission stations and their locatisraround Lake Superior.
It provides amazinginsight into the disences travelled in the worlof these few mnissionariesunder the most

arduousconditions imaginable

Garden river, January 1, 1857 P. A. Kohler
State of the Native missions on
Lakes Huron and Superior
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Sadl vy, howev er s, thelatterg for ehe asttpart, révedihat the Jesuits had become
dejected, disappointed and frustrated with thiecreasing bureaucracgnd the cultural changesover
which they hadlittle or no control, as well as thedire lack of support required to maintain, under
increasing difficulty, what they had so enthusiastically undertdken t he 1840’ s

Nonetheless, and against great odgduring his pastorateFather Jean Baptiste Menet s.j. had seen to

the erection of the first Catholic Church on the Canadian shor2 ¥ G KS { {tdvouldlsel® Q&4 WA @S
well and proudly for anoher twenty years. We have no record of the name given this Church other

GKFYy 2y 2y32Ay3 NBFTSNBYyOS (G2 We¢KS WSadaald / KdzZNOKQ
original log chapel, possibly incorporating it into the construction.
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In a letter from Fr. Menet in March, 1852 to Rev. Fr. Beigner s.j. Father Menet says
dhy GKS sidd, weth&a & gbod piece of land with a church partly built in which we hope to hold
aSNIAOSE ySEG adzYYSNE ©

Althoughno completedescriptionof the Church itselfias been foundwe ae fortunate to have a factual
depiction of its existence and locationa painting by Fredeak John Falkner, who is sathave been

the first resident artist at Sault Ste. Marie. Falkaaived here in 1863nd, describing the village to be
thew 2 @3St A Sail &Ll l(setleBheréds Bn afish S phat@y@yéirTil his death in 1923.
Through a significant collection of oil paintingalkner has left us a lastimmnd accurateportrayal of life

inthed 2dzy3 aSitadt SYSyid 2y GKS /Iyl RAILY aARS 2F (KS

CAdd Y ot AyliAy3O Cd Wod CI 1y SNDa-PESMenDOdk fnéwthe Hdvertnferd
52010 Ay GKS FT2NBINRdzyRZ GKS 9ONXNIFGAY3ASNI K2YS&AGSIR Iy
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Fig. 10: FromPrecious Blood ArchivesCOriginal photograph,ii I {1 Sy G4 GKS FNRyild 2F (KS w2
early and well known pioneer of the Sayland a staunch parishioner of the Jesuit Church, Joachim Biron with
his sled and team.(Undatedd dzii t A1 Sfé& YAR (2 tF3S mycnQa

This much longed for smalbodenChurch served the growing community of Catholic faithful for at least
twenty years and wagloubtlesghe site of much pridegomfort and hope for the future.

A few years latertiis recorded that Father Menét 6 dzZNRSY SR gAGK 383 NBGdzNY SR
Mycy SKAtES FGGSYRAY3 G2 GKS AAO1 AY ljdd N} yiAySE ®

Despite alladversity, the Jesuimission would persevere and continue, through the tireless efforts of
those men of faithto lead and inspire the faithful throughout thoSet NX @ &SI NR YR 2y Ay
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